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Course Proposal

Course Title: Latin America: History and Culture (in Spanish or English)

Credit Hours: 

Section Type:  Elective
Prerequisites:  If the course is taught in Spanish; the students need to be fluent in speaking and reading Spanish.
Through this course, participants will understand contemporary Latin American society in the context of its history and culture from its initial human population to the present.

Course Information:

Course Description

The course will show how South America’s history and culture were shaped through an interaction between human beings and the environment while examining the effects of successive population waves (Natives, Europeans, Africans, Asians). 

Furthermore, the course examines ecologic and demographic catastrophes, economic revolution, as well as dramatic political and cultural changes that punctuated Latin America’s history and shaped its culture.

In order to enhance comprehension of Latin America’s culture, student’s will study ancient American civilizations; the Europe that conquered America, and the subsequent clash; the African impact as well as independence and fragmentation in myriad countries.
Using relevant historical contexts, student’s will explore the Native, European and African inheritance in Latin America and how these elements mixed to create the current Latin American culture.
Course Rational

This course intends to improve understanding of Latin America’s culture as a complex and diverse system of interactions spanning over 500 years of history.

Students will develop awareness and critical comprehension of different peoples by acquiring knowledge of how Native, European and African cultures interacted in the genesis of what is now known as “Latin American culture”. 

Participants will familiarize themselves with art, literature and music generated from different cultures; how these expressions functioned in their original context and the resulting transformations due to globalization.
To create further relevance, this course will showcase the various “cultural complexes”, such as the Afro-Caribbean, the Andean, the Afro-Brazilian and the Rio de la Plata.
Materials:  Relevant articles/books by important Spanish and Latin American writers; such as Carlos Fuentes, Gabriel Garcia Marquez, Mario Vargas Llosa, Eduardo Galeano and Octavio Paz
Multimedia resources using examples to illustrate archeological sites, visual arts, music and literature related with each unit in the program.

Course Type:  Collective class
I anticipate this course may be considered as: An elective for students at all levels
The level of this course is:  Freshmen, Sophomore, Junior & Senior
Requirements:  Listening or reading assignments, some general informational research
Evaluation:  Written essays, quizzes, tests and participation in classroom activity
Culture and History in Latin America 

Unit I

1- Introduction: The peopling of the Americas; our first ecologic catastrophe; the rise of Civilization

2- America before 1492: the Mayas, the Incas, the Aztecs, pre-Spanish Latin American culture.

3- Europe before 1492: ideas, politics and art.
4- The clash: Columbus, Cortes and Pizarro, the Spanish and Portuguese imperial system, first “mestizo” culture.

5- Native downfall and African slavery: the Americas became black, the African Music and its impact in the colonial Americas.

6- The colonial culture: mestizo artists in Mexico, Peru, Paraguay and Brazil.

7- The Independence: ideas and reality. The “patriotic” artists of the 1810’s.

Unit II

1- The new republics and the struggle for modernity, Latin American writers, painters and composers in the XIX century.

2- The birth of an “independent” cultural production: Jose Marti, Ruben Dario. 

3- The Americas after World War I, Tango and Brazilian music: Carlos Gardel and Carmen Miranda conquered the world

4- After World War II, Democrats, Nazis and Communists in Latin America, Cuban music takes over. From Bolero to Tango.

Unit III

       1-  The shock of the Cuban Revolution: the Beatles impact 

       2-  The “boom”: Garcia Marquez and the rest, or how Latin America presents itself to the
            world, the European avant garde hits Latin America.

       3-  From the 60’s to the 80’s: Weak democracies to strong dictatorships and back,
            Music, Arts and Movies in times of censorship

       6-  The fall of the Berlin Wall and the rise of globalization, MTV changes the music.

       7-  Latin American culture under the globalization.

